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This policy of demilitarisation and demolition of the Forts was ap-
proved by the Madras Government and the Masulipatam Council was
directed to demolish the Fort of Mylavaram and to destroy the others at an
opportune time.167
The Madras Government wanted to appoint a Commission to enquire
into the rights of Zamindars, when Aswa Rao, the Rajah of Palwancha who
was dispossessed of his Zamindary by Ibrahim Beg Khan, the Nizam's
Deputy of Khammam and Warangal, took shelter with the Rajah of Peddapu-
ram.
But, the Masuiipatam Council strongly objected 10 the inquiry on the
grounds that it would weaken the authority of the Company m the region,168
The English realised that the Zamindars would not hesitate to distress
the Government at every opportunity though they gave assurances of fidelity
and attachment. So, they resolved to remove the intermediary institution of
rentership so that they could maintain direct contact with the Zamindars and
thereby acquire "Competent knowledge" of the affairs, though it would be
less advantageous since the plan "might not answer our expectations'". The
English preferred to make a trial in this regard.169
Keeping in view of the expiry of rentership of Hassan Ah and Jcgi-
pantulu in Sept 1769, the Madras Government surveyed the revenue posi don
of the middle Sarkars in June 1769, and then decided to advertise the lease
of the Sarkars in piecemeal.170
At the time of ejcpiry of rentership, Hassan Ali had fallen m arrears to
the Company for the Sarkars of Ellore and Mustaphanagar to the tune of
50,500 Madras pagodas and 49,500 Madras pagodas for the joint rentership
of Rajahmundry for the year 1767-68. The Rajahs of Nuzividu, the Charma-
hal, Vuyyur, Peddaporam, Pittaporam Domahal, Kota Ramachandrapuram,
Korukonda, Polavaram and Guntala were due to the renter to the tune of 63,
112. MLP.
They were to pay this amount in two equal instalments on Feb 20,
1768, but, they were in default.171
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